
																																										 											 	
 
 
STEVEN VAN ZANDT’S TEACHROCK EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVE  
First International Agreements signed in Oslo, Norway 
 
Steven Van Zandt’s Rock and Roll Forever Foundation (RRFF)’s TeachRock educational 
initiative operates in all 50 US states, and the agreements with DKS Telemark (The Cultural 
Backpack) and the Oslo-based Edvard Munch High School mark an important milestone, 
RRFF’s first international educational agreements. 
 
TeachRock asks young people what music they are listening to. Then their interest is used to 
get them excited to learn and discuss social affairs, history, politics, civil rights, injustice and 
other topics that matter in society. 
  
According to Steven Van Zandt, 
 
 ‘In 2007 I created the Rock and Roll Forever Foundation and the TeachRock education 
program using music as the most accessible, effective, and lasting method of creating a 
common ground for communication between teachers and students.’ 
 
‘At the time TeachRock was founded there had been major budget cutbacks within the arts 
all through the United States. People said that we didn’t have a chance to succeed. But we 
didn’t give up, we knew that it was possible. And we were right,’ explains Steven. 
 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION PROJECTS 
DKS Telemark as well as Edvard Munch High School have already begun plans to integrate 
the Teachrock teaching initiative into their respective curriculums. This is an excellent 
opportunity, including creative cooperation between Telemark DKS and Edvard Munch High 
School across Norwegian county lines. 
 
TeachRock Interim Executive Director Bill Carbone says, ‘These projects are our first projects 
outside of the United States, and we are excited about the opportunity to work with the 
Norwegian school systems, both nationally with Telemark DKS and on a local level with 
Edvard Munch High School.’ 
  
Concludes Steven Van Zandt, ‘This is a very important step for us. We are committed to 
make a difference in education in Norway.’  
 
ABOUT THE PARTNERS 
Rock and Roll Forever Foundation (teachrock.org) 
Created by Steven Van Zandt, the Rock and Roll Forever Foundation actively addresses the 
challenges of an environment in which schools face cuts to arts funding, TeachRock includes 
interdisciplinary, arts-driven materials designed to keep students engaged and in school.   
 
Den Kulturelle Skolesekken (DKS) 
DKS Telemark is part of the national Kulturtanken initiative in Norway helping school 
students from Grades 1 - 13 in Norway experience professional art and culture, a 
collaborative project between the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Education and 
Research.  



																																										 											 	
 
 
Edvard Munch High School 
The Oslo-based Edvard Munch High School focuses on creative learning and aesthetic 
subjects, including disciplines such as music, dance, product design, textile, and crafts, in 
addition to a sound academic education, the school provides students with a broad learning 
program.  
 
CONTACT NORWAY COMMUNICATES FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
David John Smith +47 980 00 336 david@norwaycommunicates.com  
Per Ole Hagen  +47 901 42 590 perole@artist-pictures.com 
 


